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Franklin County Children's Task Force
113 Church Street
Farmington, Me 04938
778-6960

fectf@fcctf.org United Way of
The Tr-Valley Area

Help us save money:

Winter Hours:

Monday -Thursday 8 to
4:30, Friday- 9:00-1:00

From the desk of the Executive Director:

Since the release of the last FCCTF newsletter Franklin County was stunned by the death of 17 month old
Matteo Hanson and the stabbing of a teenage boy in broad daylight. As a parent | can’t imagine how
those who loved Matteo are feeling or how this could have happened, as a professional I can’t help but
think of the principles of prevention that I know so well. At the FCCTF we strive to show the power in
encouraging loving interactions within the family system and provide opportunities to support what we
know is the most difficult job in the world, being a parent.

As citizens | think perhaps we must take some of the blame. We want to protect our children so much
that if we see a child who doesn’t fit the idea of who we want our children to associate with we tell our
own children to “stay away from them” or we talk behind our hand about how sorry we feel for them yet
we don’t reach out our hand and say “what do you need” or “what can | do to help”. We don’t realize
that we could be that one important person that every child needs in order to form healthy attachment and
respect for themselves and others. We let our fear of “contamination” rule our moral code of conduct.
We put blinders on and build walls around us and don’t let in influences that may be difficult to deal with
even if we could potentially make a huge difference to a child who is struggling to find their way. | was
recently at a meeting within our community where conversation was brought up regarding a group of
teens who were “hanging out” and potentially causing mischief. There was much conversation about
confronting them and telling them to “move along” and | will admit to feeling the same. However, as |
got to thinking about these interactions | stopped and said to myself | wonder what would happen if you
engaged them in conversation and sincerely cared about their thoughts and comments. What if they be-
gan over time to see you not as an enemy that they could be angry at but as an ally that they could be
comfortable around. What if you showed them respect and they learned how that felt and started giving it
back. This is what true prevention work is.

We as individuals have the tools within ourselves to mold our community by the one on one interactions
we have with children and young adults. It only takes one positive connection with an adult for a child to
feel secure and nurtured. 1 urge all of you to be that one person, step out of your safe place, and reach
out.

Thank you,
Renee Blanchet

A special THANK YOU to Jamie Mauro, UMF practicum, Julie Black, volunteer and the
Temple Girl Scout Troop for making this newsletter possible.



Children's Festival
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Time: 11:00Am to 3:00PM
Location: UMF Olsen Student Center
Cost: Freell

There will be entertainment by Mr. Magic and his
Magical Wonders, hands-on activities, low cost food
court, CH.I.P.S. child I.D. program, cookie decorating,
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face painting, balloon animals, Decal gymnastics, and *‘*’
the Nintendo Wii. "“"\
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Time: 6-9 p.m.

Location: NEW THIS YEAR, DUAL LOCATIONS

Phillips Elementary School Gym and Jay High School Cafeteria
Cost: $10 in advance for dad and all his ladies, $12 at the door
There will be entertainment, dancing, and lots of fun.

Have you Heard?

Mt. Blue High School Chapter of Future Business Leaders of America, collected 73
winter coats (children and adult sizes) and donated them to Franklin County Chil-
dren's Task Force. These coats will be given out to families in the Farmington area
and surrounding towns. The students organized this program, called "Keeping Our
Children and Adults Warm" along with the help of their advisor Mrs. Conner.

Liz LeClair and Marlie Mochamer delivered these coats to the Franklin County Chil-
dren's Task Force. If you or someone that you know needs a warm winter coat please
stop by the Franklin County Children's Task Force office located at 113 Church
Street, Farmington or call 778-6960.



e . %;Tp Choosing Child Care
What to look for in a child care setting:

-Interview the child care provider, which includes nannies and au-pairs.

Some questions that you can ask the person or director of the
child care center:

1) Why are you interested in working
with my child?
2) Why did you leave your last job?
-Find references and ask if they would
recommend this person for your child.
3) What is your discipline policy? (ask the
“what if” questions.)
4) How are children grouped? By age?
5) What are the educational backgrounds
of the teachers?

6) What are different arrangements for
child care if the program closes?
7) What are the holidays that the center is closed?

Some warning sings that your child is being mistreated
-The caregiver has lied or has stolen from you.
-The caregiver does not want to answer questions about the day.

-You child becomes moody or withdrawn (not his or her usual self); or has
problems eating or sleeping.

Other information on child care
-Some children will need time to adjust to the new person in his or her lives.
-Bad days will happen.

-1t is alright to find other programs that your child might do better in if the arrangement
does not work you the child.

All information was taken from the article Choosing Child Care, written by The Nemours Foundation.
This article can be viewed online at http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/family/child_care.html

Parent Education Schedule

1,2,3,4! Parents Nurturing Program

February 2, 9, 23 March 9, 16, 23, 30
April 6, 13, 20, 27
May 4, 11, 18

Contact FCCTF at 778-6960 to register. Childcare provided as needed.



[ We need your help!

I Together, we can make a difference in the lives of children in Franklin County!
D Name
|| Address
| Phone
D E-Mail

O Please make my gift in memory of.

D O Please make my gift annonomous

I Please make your tax deductible check payable to:
[ FCCTF, 113 Church St.. Farmington, Maine 04938
[
o
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Kids ¥ Authors Day

Shower your valentines with literary love.
Saturday, February 14, 10:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.

Meet theses wonderfully talented authors and illustrators:

Lea Wait Cynthia Lord at: DDG Booksellers

193 Broadway — Downtown Farmington

Get a signed book! Hear a story! Clothing Exchange
o . . Bring A Bag-Take A Bag!
Learn about writing and illustrating! " & - O
* - +
Come for your signed literary Valentine! ) ¥
- + .
/
Bunches of books! Share the love! .01 5 0
304 (044 D)
5044 .044

EI:II:II:II:II:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘I:‘&



